
Who Are The M e t h o d i s t s ?

T h i s  y e a r  has  been w i d e l y  n o ted  and o b s e r v e d  as  an a n n i v e r s a r y  y e a r  i n  th e  h i s 

t o r y  o f  Methodism. I t  was an a May e v e n i n g ,  two hundred and tw e nty  f i v e  y e a r s  

a g o ,  t h a t  John L e s l e y ,  t h i r t y  - f i v e  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  end d i s c o u r a g e d  and f r u s t r a 

ted  b e ca u se  he had not  y e t  had what he c o n c e i v e d  a s a v i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  Tod, 

went i n t o  a r e l i g i o u s  m eet in g  i n  A l d e r s g a t e  s t r e e t  i n  London, end th e re  

s)?^-ran A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  J o u r n a l ,  he went ' v e r y  u n w i l l i n g l y "  to

the m e e t i n g .  Why he went " v e r y  u n w i l l i n g l y "  he does  not  s a y .  Perhaps i t  was 

t h a t  he was so m e t h o d i c a l  i n  h i s  ways t h a t  he r e s e n t e d  making any change in  

h i s  p lanned program f o r  the d a y ;  or  perhaps i t  was t h a t  h a v i n g  so u gh t  such an 

e x p e r i e n c e  many t im e s  b e f o r e ,  he was g r e a t l y  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  he would f i n d  i t  by 

a t t e n d i n g  some more or l e s s  random m e e t i n g .  Be t h a t  as  i t  may,he did go,and 

someone read L u t h e r ' s  P r e f a c e  t o  th e  E p i s t l e  t o  the  Romans, and W esley  f e l t  

h i s  h e a r t  " s t r a n g e l y  warmed". W r i t i n g  ian h i s  J o u r n a l , h e  s a i d ,

" I  f e l t  I  d id  t r u s t  i n  u h r i s t ,  u h r i s t  a lone  f o r  s a l v a t i o n . . .  a s s u r a n c e  

was g i v e n  me t h a t  He had t a k e n  away my s i n s ,  even mine, and saved me 

from the law o f  s i n  and d e a t h . "

T h is  has  been viewed as one o f  the  g r e a t  c o n v e r s i o n s  o f  n i s t c r y ,  comparable  

to  t h a t  o f  P a u l  on th e  Damascus Road. T ru e ,  some have n o t  ac c o rd e d  i t  t h a t  

amount o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  T h u s , t h e  B e l g i a n  F r a n c i s c a n  p r i e s t , r a t h e r  T i e t t e , i n  

h i s  volume "John Wesley in  the E v o l u t i o n  o f  P r o t e s t a n t i s m " ,  s a y s :

" T h i s  famous c o n v e r s i o n ,  w hich  has been c a l l e d  upon to  p l a y  so prom-



i n e n t  a p a r t  i n  the  d o c t r i n a l  l i f e j h f  the  Methodism o f  the n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y , e n j o y e d  but  a v e r y  modest r o l e  i n  the  f o u n d e r ' s  l i f e  and i n

t h a t  o f  h i s  companions. I n  f a c t , w h e t h e r  i t  be c o n s i d e r e d  i n  i t s  p r e 

p a r a t i o n ,  or be s t u d i e d  i n  i t s e l f  and i t s  r e s u l t s ,  i t  would seem to

have been m e r e l y  a q u i t e  o r d i n a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  whose e f f e c t s  t ime was 

q u i c k l y  t o  d u l l . R a d  i t  n o t  been e n t e r e d  i n  th e  f i r s t  e x t r a c t  o f  the

J o u r n a l ,  i t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  W e s le y  would have e n t i r e l y  f o r g o t t e n

about  i t .  In  any c a s e ,  s u b s e q u e n t  a p p r a i s a l s ,  made a f t e r  the l a p s e  of  

many y e a r s ,  r ed u ce  ttb p i t i a b l e  p r o p o r t i o n s  the song o f  p r a i s e  and

v i c t o r y  which f i r s t  accompanied i t . "

T his  a p p r a i s a l ,  i t s e l f ,  a l t h o u g h  c o r r e c t i v e  o f  e x a g g e r a t i o n ,  a p p e a r s  t o  go 

t  o f a r  i n  the o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n .  A f a i r e r  anymore tempered a p p r a i s a l

g i v e n  by the  E n g l i s h  s c h o l a r ,  n e n r y  B e t t ,  i n  h i s  v o lu m e,"T h e

S o i r i t  o f  Methodism", na a a r k e :

"Whatever you c a l l  th e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  1 7 5 8 , i t  was t h a t  w hich  made 

Wesley  the man he was and e n a b le d  him to  do the work he d i d . l t  r e a l l y  

does  not  m a t t e r  w hether  you c a l l  i t  h i s  c o n v e r s i o n  or n o t .  On any 

and e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  i t ,  i t  was a s p i r i t u a l  e v e n t  

th  t  gave Wesley q u i t e  a new s o r t  o f  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  w i th  an 

a s s u r a n c e  and a power end a p a ea ce  and a j o y  he had n e v e r  kn^wn be

f o r e ,  and i t  was t h i s  ch-n.,.;e which made him i n t o  the A p o s t l e  o f

t iEngland



C e r t a i n l y  many, i f  not  most M e t h o d i s t s , v i e w  the o c c u r r e n c e  a s  r a t h e r  h i g h l y  

s i g n i f i c a t n  i n  th e  l i f e  o f  L e s l e y ,  and p i n - p o i n t  i t  a s  the somewhat fo u n d in g

y e a r  f o r  the  development o f  Methodism. And, w h i l e  i t  mpy be t r u e ,  a s  an E p i s 

c o p a l  layman w r i t i n g  i n  a r e c e n t  i s s u e  o f  the L i v i n g  Church s u g g e s t s , t h a t

too  many M e t h o d i s t s  admire John W esley  f o r  the wrong t h i n g s  ----  as  the fo u n d e r

o f  t h e i r  c h r c h , f o r g e t t i n g  h i s  a s s ^ r t a i o n  " I  l i v e  and d i e  a member o f  the 

Church o f  E n g l a n d " ;  and a s  a r e f o r m e r ,  vhen a c t u a l l y ,  w i t h  one major e x c e p t i o n ,  

he a c c e p t e d  a lm o s t  w i th  u t  qu est  n the s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  

h i s  d a y — n e v e r t h e l e s s  h i s  own l i f e  s t o r y  was r e m a r k a b l e ,  and he did make a

tremendous a p p e a l  to  th e  l o w l y  who f e l t  e x c lu d e d  from the a r i s t o c r a t i c  G^urch

movement
o f  E n g lan d ,an d  the M e t h o d i s t ^  w hich  a t  l e a s t  had i t s  r o o t s  i n  h i s  e f f o r t s ,  and 

has become, n e x t  to  the  L u t h e r a n s ,  th e  l a r g e s t  P r o t e s t a n t  body i n  the w o r l d ,

the h i s t o r y  and..-ao-ci^l-agy o fc o n s t i t u t e s  a v a s t l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  major  c h a p t e r  i r

r e l i g i o n ,  i t  i s  from s u c h  a s p e c t s ,  r a t h e r  than any p o l e m i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  

M e t h o d i s t  t h e o l o g y ,  t h a t  I  would s e e k ,  as  o b j e c t i v e l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  , t o  s a y  

som ething  t h i s  morning about  John W e s le y  and Methodism.

a o r n  on the  17t h .  o f  J u n e , 1 7 0 3 , a t  Epworth R e c t o r y ,  John W esiey  was the f i f 

t e e n t h  o f  n i n e t e e n  c h i l d r e n  born t o  h i s  p a r e n t s ,  might have been one o f  the

n e a r  h a l f  in  number who d i e d  i n  i n f a n c y ,  but he managed to l i v e  to  the  r a t h e r

r i p e  age o f  e i g h t y - e i g h t .  H^s f a t h e r ,  t r a i n e d  f o r  the  Non-conform s t  m i n i s t r y ,  

t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  n o n - c o n f o r m i s t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to  the Church o f  E n g la n d ,  had



changed h i s  v i e w s ,  and had become a m i n i s t e r ,  or p r i e s t ,  o f  the Church o f  Eng

l a n d .  He was a man o f  a b i l i t y ,  among otj^er t h i n g s  a w o u l d - b e - p o e t ,  who once 

produced a volume o f  poems b e a r i n g  the r a t h e r  s t r a n g e  t i t l e  "M a g g o ts " .  H e was 

a l s o  a p p a r e n t l y  a man o f  o b s t i n a t e  o p i n i o n s  and t a c k l e s s  ways, who so i n f u r i a 

t e d  and a l i e n a t e d  h i s  p a r i s h i  n e r s ,  t h a t  t h e y  r e t a l i a t e d  by k i l l i n g  the  f a m i l y  

cow and made s e v e r a l  a t t e m p t s  a t  b u rn in g  down the p a r s o n a g e ,  m  the l a t t e r ,  the 

f i n a l l y  su cceeded in  i 28x s e v e n t e e n  hundred and n i n e ,  and th e  W esley  f a m i l y  

b a r e l y  managed t o  e s c a p e  ^ i t h  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  and were l e f t  p r a c t i c a l l y  d e s t i t u t e ,  

i n  th e  c o n f u s i o n  o f  e s c a p i n g  from^he b m i l d i n g ,  s i x  y e a r  old John was l e f t  b e 

h i n d ,  and th e r e  seemed no way o f  s a v i n g  him from th e  b l a z  ng i n f e r n o ,  and the

f a t h e r  went down on h i s  knees  i n  p r a y e r  f o r  the  doomed c h i l d .  1 en the c h i  d

was s e e n  a - t  a r e a r  w i n d o w ^  and th ro u gh  the fo rm in g  o f  a human pyram id,  he was 

j u s t  as  th e  f l a m i n g  r o o f  gave way.
b r o u g h t  down to  s a f e t y ^  R t h  the f a t h e r  and mother l o c k e d  upon t h i s  m i r a c u l o u s

e s c a p e  as  a message from  R r o v i d n e c e . n e  was a brand who had l i t t e r a l l y  been 

"plu cked  from the b u r n i n g " ;  he must have be en  spared f o r  some v e r y  s p e c i a l

purpose

H^s mother was an even more amazing person^ and i t  was she w^o had a much

g r e a t e r  i n f l u e n c e  upon him . H e r s e l f ,  the  w t e n t y - f i f t h  c h i l d  born to her  p a r e n t s  

she was n o t  on^y the mother o f  n i n e t e e n  c h i d l r e n  between the t i  ;e she was

mar r i e d  a t  n i n e t e e n  and the age o f  f o r t y ,  but she was w e l l  v e r s e d  in  (Creek,

L a i n ,  and F ren ch ,  and was a more com petent  t h e o l o g i a n  than her m i n i s t e r i a l

f a t h e r ,  husband,  and th e  most famous t o  be o f  her c h i l d r e n ,  o t i l l  more i t  was



upon h e r  t h a t  most o f  tne management o f  the  household  f e l l ,  and she sought  

to  im p ress  upon a l l  h e r  c h i l d r e n  a d i s c i p l i n e d  m e t h o d i c a l  way o f  l i f e . " I  i n s i s t  

she s a i d  " i n  c o n q u e r in g  th e  w i l l  o f  ch I d r e n . . . b e c a u s e  t h i s  i s  the o n ly  s t r o n g  

and r a t i o n a l  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  a r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n ,  w i th  ut which b o t h  p r e c e p t  

and example w i l l  be i n e f f e c t u a l ,  but  w e n  t h i s  i s  done th en  i s  a c h i l d  c a p a b le  

o f  b e in g  governed by th e  r e a s o n  and p i e t y  o f  i t s  p a r e n t s ,  i t l l  i t s  own under

s t a n d i n g  cone t o  m a t u r i t y ,  and the p r i n c i p l e s  o f  r e l i g i o n  have ta k e n  r o o t  in  

the  m in d ."  By one y e a r  o f  age ,  e ach  was ta u g h t  to  f e a r  the rod and t o  c r y  

s o f t l y ;  and on e^ch c h i l d ' s  f i f t h  b i r t h d a y ,  he or she wr-s t a u g h t  th e  e n t i r e  

a l p h a b e t ,  and th e  n e x t  day w s  s t a r t e d  i n  a r e a d i n g  o f  the  Old T e s ta m e n t .  r^e 

s c h e d u le  was s i x  h o u rs  a day,  f rom  n i n e  to t w e lv e  and from two to  f i v e ,  which 

was a tough s c h e d u le  ev en  i n  t h o s e  d a y s .  Young John, s t u d i o u s  and t h o u g . t f u l ,  

f i t t e d  i n t o  th e  s y s te m  v e r y  w e l l ,  and the p a t t e r n  o f  s t r i c t l y  b u d g e t i n g  h i s  

time remaine^ w i th  him a l l  h i s  l i f e .  n r .  Johnson was one time to  com p la in  

a b o u t  the m a tte r  i n  the f o l l o w i n g  manner:

" I  h a t e  to  meet John W e s le y .  The dog e n c h a n ts  you with  h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,

and then b r e a k s  away t o  go and v i s i t  some o ld  woman.. .Re i s  a lw a y s  ob

l i g e d  t o  go a t  a c e r t a i n  h o u r ,  ^ h i s  i s  v e r y  d i s a g r e e a b l e  t o  a man who

l o v e s  to  f o l d  h i s  l e g s  and have h i s  t a l k  o u t ,  a s  I  d o . . . "

A ^ t e r  s i x  y e a r s  a t  the c h a r i t y  s c h o o l  o f  c h a r t e r h o u s e  i n  London, . . e s l e y  en

t e r e d  Oxford U n i v e r s i t y  on a s m a l l  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  and remained t h e r e  as  s t u d e n t ,

f o r  f i f t e e n  y e a r s , s a v e  f o r  two y e a r s
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l e c t u r e r ,  and f e l l o w
d u r in g  which he



s e r v e d  a s  c u r a t e  o r  a s s i s t a n t  to  h i s  a g i n g  f a t h e r .  Ordained i n t o  the o urch o f  

^ngand in  i y 2 $ , h e  was s t i l l  g r e a t l y  t r o u b l e d  a b o u t  the s t a t e  o f  h i s  s o u l ,  and 

he made o f  l i f e  something o f  a torment f o r  h i m s e l f  and f o r  o t h e r s  w i t h  h i s

u n c o n c s i o u s  e g o t i s m  and uncompromising a s c e t i c  p i e t y ,  h n y t ^ in g  not h a v in g  to

do w i t h  the r e l i g i o u s ,  he looked  upon as a s i n f u l  w aste  o f  t im e ,  and he shu t

h i m s e l f  out  from a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  a n y , s a v e  such "as  would h e l p  me on my way

to h e a v e n " .  Hg did j o i n  w i t h  a few o t h e r  s t u d e n t s , i n c l u d i n g  h i s  younger  b r o th e r

C h a r l e s , ,  i n  form ing  a group c a l l e d  the h o l y  C l u b , w h i c h  met r e g u l a r l y  f o r  Commu-
A

n i o n ,  f a s t e d  Wednesdays and F r i d a y s ,  prayed two h o u rs  a d a y ,  v i s i t e d  the p r i 

sons and gave f rom  t h e i r  s c a n t y  r e s o u r c e s  to  f e e d  th e  p o o r .  Other s t u d e n t s  

r e f e r r e d  t o  th e  t / l y  Club as  the B i b l e  B i g o t s ,  and th e n  r e f e r r e d  to i t s  members 

as  M e t h o d i s t s ,  i n  r i d i c u l e  o f  t n e i r  m e t h o d i c a l  w a y s .  There was no p a r t i c u l a r  

d i r e c t i o n  about the  l i t t l e  movement, and i t  might have w i t h e r e d  on the v i n e ,  

or i t  m ight  have i s s u e d  i n  an e a r l i e r  v e r s i o n  o f  the  n^gh Church Oxford 

Movement such as was to  be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  the f i g u r e  o f  John h en ry  hewman 

i n  the  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  But a s e r i e s  o f  e v e n t s  turned i t  i n  a d i f f e r e n t

d i r e c t i o n ,  and le d  to  what was t o  be a s e p a r a t e  M e t h o d i s t  movement.

Cn a v i s t T  t o  London, f o r  th e  pnupose o f  p r e s e n t i n g  a d e d i c a t o r y  copy o f  

h i s  f a t h e r ' s  mammoth work on Job t o  ^ueen C a r o l i n e , w h i c h  she a c c e p t e d  but 

p l a c e d  unopend on the  w i n d o w - s e a t ,  &ehn met James O glethoppe who was about 

xzx&y t o  s a i l  w ith  a s h i p l o a d  o f  e m i g r a n t s  f o r  the  new c o l o n y  o f  G e o r g ia  i n  

^ , i c s .  John, as also Ms < *< **.' S " " " '  " *  " * " * *  "  " * *



would be O g l e t h o r p e ' s  s e c r e t a r y ,  w h i le  John would be c h a p l a i n  and p a r s o n  o f  the  

e x p e d i t i o n  and th e  c o l o n y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  m i s s i o n a r y  to  the I n d i a n s .  John d u t i f u l 

l y  asked h i s  mother about g & in g ,  and she anwwered; " I f  i  had tw e n ty  s o n s , i

should r e j o i c e  i f  th e y  were a l l  so e m p lo y e d , th o u g h  I  n ev er  saw them m o r e ."  S
r

t h e y  s a i l e d  i n  O c to b e r  o f  1 7 3 5 * and John c o n f i d e d  to  h i s  J o u r n a l  the major 

r e a s o n  f o r  h i s  g o i n g :  "My c h i e f  m ot ive  i s  the hope o f  s a v i n g  my own s o u l . . . .

I  c a n n ot  hope to  a t t a i n  the  same d e g r e e  o f  h o l i n e s s  here  which i  may t h e r e . "

The v o y a g e  was marked by h e a v y  s torm s,  which t e r r i f i e d  most o f  th e  p a s s e n 

g e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  John Wesley. '^he on y e x c e p t i o n  was a s m a l l  group o f  M o r a v ia n s ,  

f o l l o w e r s  o f  John Hus, who remained calm and t r a n q u i l ,  even t o  the por.nt o f  

s i n  i n g  hymns. T h i s  made a g r e a t  i m p r e s s i o n  on W esley , and when he asked them 

how th e y  c o u ld  rem ain  so calm and t h e y  t o l d  him th e y  were not  a f r i a d  t o  d i e  

b e ca u s  t h e y  knew th e y  were s a v e d ,  he wondered where and how th e y  had found 

such a s s u r a n c e .  He s p e n t  two y e a r s  i n  G e o r g i a ,  end t h e y  were two unhappy y e a r s ,
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i n  which he was v e r y  much a f a i l u r e ,  he was a f a i l u r e  as a p a r s o n .  'i'he ^ g l i s h

c o l o n i s t s  t o l d  him he was too  s t r i c t  and High Church f o r  the f r o n t i e r , w h i c h

was i r o n i c a l  s i n c e  i n  time Methodism i n  A m erica  was to  mushroom w ith  the advan

c i n g  f r o n t i e r .  A*'d he was t o l d  by the  I n d i a n s  t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  w ^ t  to  be

C h r i s t i a n s  b e c a u s e  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  the  C h r i s t i a n s  th e y  had met were l i a r s  and

t h i e v e s ,  was l i k e w i s e  a f a i l u r e  a s  a would-be hu sband.  I n  l o v e  w i t h  a M^ss

Sophy Hopkey, and she w i t h  him, he was t o r n  b etw een l o v e  and p r o f e s s i o n , a n d

,as  h i s  d u t y ,  he put b o t h  o f  them t h r o u g h
more th an  h a l f  con v in ced  th a -  c e l i b a c y  w;



B
months o f  t o r t u r i n g  i n d e c i s i o n .  F i n a l l y  some few f r i e n d s  t h a t  he had i n t e r v e n e d

and persuaded him t o  r e s o r t  to  s o r t i l e g e ,  the c a s t i n g  o f  l o t s  t o  d e term in e  G o d 's

w i l l  i n  th e  m a t t e r .  S e v e r a l  d e c i s i o n s  were w r i t t e n  on s l i p s  o f  p a p e r ,  and he

s e l e c t
was t o  gRBgxn o n e . . h e  one he EXEXX s e l e c t e d  r e a d  "Think no more o f  i t . "  ^  he

ga v e  up the  i d e a  o f  m arry in g  h e r ,  and f o u r  d ays  l a t e r  she m a rr ie d  a M r .W i l l i a m 

son,  "a p e r s o n "  w ro te  L e s l e y  i n  h i s  J o u r n a l , " n o t  rem arkable  f o r  Handsomeness,

n e i t h e r  f o r  ^ e n t e e l n e s s , n e i t h e r  f o r  W it ,  o r  know ledge or Dense,  and l e a s t  of  a l l ,

f o r  R e l i g i o n " .  We&&yy s t i l l  e x p e c t e d  the  b r i d e  iXB t o  meet w i t h  him f o r  l o n g

s e s s i o n s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  a d v i c e  and the r  a d i n g  t o g e t h e r  o f  p io u s  books,some t h i n

t o  w^ich h e r  husband r a t h e r  n a t u r a l l y  o b j e c t e d ,  and when she s i d e d  w ith  her h u s 

band, Wesley p u b l i c l y  e x c l u d e d  h e r  from communion. r ^ i s  d id  n o t  end ear  him t o

t h e  l i t t l e  c o lo n y ,w h o  a l r e a d y  w eary  o f  h i s  p u n c t i l i o u s n e s s , n o w  a l s o  looked upon

him as  an u n g a l l a n t  and poor l o s e r .

w ith  no l i k e l i h o o ^ b f  s u c c e s s  i n  G e o r g i a ,  he s a i l e d  i n  the month o f  Decem

ber f o r  home. On the way, i n c i d n e n t a l l y ,  h i s  s h i p  was d r i v e n  by stai^m i n t o

Boston  Harbor and he was i n v i t e d  t o  p r e a c h  t o  the p e o p le  o f  B o s to n ,  and i t  i s

v e r y  l i k e l y ,  though n o t  d e f i n i t e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  th t  he p re a ch e d  i n  K i n g ' s  C^apei

which not  too many y e a r s  l a t e r  was t o  become the f i r s t  p r o f e s s i n g  u . i t a r i a n

Church nn th e  North m er ican  c o n t i n e n t . ' u c h  more im p o r ta n t  i n  the l i f e  o f  L e s l e y

a d the  h i s t o r y  #f Metodism was the a d m i s s i o n  i n  h i s  J o u r n a l , s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  he

reached E n g l a n d , o f  an othe r  f a i l u r e  i n  G e o r g i a ,  n̂d the one t h a t  bothered  him

m ost .  De had no t  found the c e r t a i n l y  o f  ^ s a l v a t . o n  o f  h i s  own s o u l ,  " i  went t o



America "he w o r t e "  t o  c o n v e r t  th e  I n d i a n s ;  butOt who s h a l l  c o n v e r t  me?"

Not too s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  i t  came through th e  Moravians about  whom he had though*!*

a g r e ^ t  d e a l ,  neck i n  London, xx x  o n l y  f o u r  d ays  a f t e r  l a n d i n g ,  ne n e t  a young

M oravian  m i s s i o n a r y  e n r o u t e  to th e  u a r o l i n a s .  ^ th  him he spent  many h o u r s ,

a b s o r b i n g  the c e n t r a l  d o c t r i n e s  o f  the M o r a v ia n s ,  namely the L u th e ra n  d o c t r i n e

o f  " j u s t i f i c a t i o n  by f a i t h " ,  th e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  the l o v e  o f  h^d in  C h r i s t  thro., g ^

w hich  a l l  f e a r  of e t e r n a l  damnation was d e s t r o y e d ,  andt#-rt the  f i n d i n g  o f  s u c ^  

f a i t h  something  sudden, a lm o s t  i n s t a n t a n e o u s  in  the h e a r t ,  and not dependenT
s

M y a v i a n
upon r e a s o n  and p h i l o s o p n y .  rhen f o l l o w e d  t h e ^ a t t e n d a n c e  a t  th §^ m e et in g  in

A l d e r s g a t e  S t r e e t  a t  which W esley  f e l t  h i s  h e a r t  " s t r a n g e l y  warmed?, and t h i s

was f o l l o w e d  t o r e e  weeks l a t e r  by an extended v i s i t  to  a Moravian s e t t l e m e n t  i n

Germany which com pleted h i s  p e r s o n a l  c o n v e r s i o n ,  and bro u g h t  him back to  nng-

le n d  w i t h  an e v a n g e l i s t i c  z e a l  wrt e h n e v e r  l e f t  him.

.^th  no i n t e n t  o f  abandoning the Church o f  nnglan d or  o p e n l y  at^ e k i n g  the

s a c r a m e n t s ,  he was n e v e r t h e l e s s  ralTher q c k l y  up a g a i n t  the  problem o f  f i n d i n g

a p l a c e  f rom  wnich to  p r e a c h .  w i t h i n  a y e a r  v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y  A n g l i c a n  p u l p i t

was c l o s  d to  h im . Not o n l y  was h i s  e n th u s ia m s he ld  t o  &e i n  bad t a s t e ,  but

h i s  message o f  anyone b e i n g  a b l e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  s a l v a t i  n through an imtnedia e

a c t  o f  c o n v e r s i o n  wa held to  be h i g h l y  u p s e t t i n g  t o  the l i t u r g i c a l  and s a c r a 

m e n ta l  p r o c e d u r e s  o f  the A n g l i c a n  Church. A^d s t i l l  more t h i s  a i l  seemed to  be

to
an a f f r o n t  x g x x x x i  the  adva t a g e s  o f  s u p e r i o r  r a n k .  A somewhat t y p i c a l  a t t i 

tude o f  the  a n g l i c a n -  upper c l a s s e s  was i x x i  e x p r e s s e d  xx  by the n u ch e s s  of
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Buckingham i n  a l e t t e r  t o  L a d y ^ u n t i n g d o n , w h o  w... s one o f  th e  v e r y  few o f  a e a l h

" I  th an k  your  l a d y s h i p  " she w r o t e  " f o r  the  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  the

M e t h o d i s t  p r e a c h e r s ,  -t-herr d o c t r i n e s  are  most r e p u l s i v e  and t i n c t u r e d

w i t h  i m p e r t i n e n c e  and d i s r e p e c t  towards t h e i r  s u p e r i o r s , i n  p e r p e t u a l l y

e n d e a v o r i n g  t o  l e v e l  a l l  ra n k s  and do away w i t h  a l  d i s t i n c t i o n s .  I t  i s

mons ro u s  t o  be t o l d  t h a t  you have a h e a r t  as s i n f u l  a s  the common

w r e t c h e s  t h a t  c r a w l  the e a r t h ,  r h i s  i s  h i g h l y  o f f e n s i v e  and i n s u l t i n g ,  

and I cannot  t u t  wonder t h a t  your  l a d y s h i p  should  r e l i s h  any s e n t i m e n t s

so much a t  v a r i a n c e  w i t h  h ig h  r a n k  and good b r e e d i n g . "  

l e s l e y  h i m s e l f  was a c o n s e r v a t i v e  by b ack gro u n d ,  and a s t i c k l e r  f o r  p r o p r i e t y ,

a s  b e in g  a l m o s t  a s i n  i f  i t  were not done i n  a c h u r c h ,  he was f a r  from w anting

t o  become wnat *tas t o  be commonly c a l l e d  a " s h o u t i n g  M e t h o d i s t " .  But w i th  no

church i n  w hich  t o  p r e a c h ,  and w i th  the  example i m m e d ia t e ly  a t  hand o f  George

W h i t e f i e l d ,  a n o t h e r  member of  th e  R o ly  Club o f  Oxford who had gone to  G e o r g ia

j u s t  when L e s l e y  was l e a v i n g  and had had g r e a t  s u c c e s s  w i t h  h i s  " e v a n g e l i s m "

^ *
and now t a c k  in  ^ l^ nad,  and l i k e w i s e  barre d  f r o m  the c r u r c h e s ,  was p reach in g  

t o  v a s t  m u l t i t u d e s  i n  t h e  open a i r ,  e l e y  s o .e w h a t  r e l u c t a n t l y  embardked on th e  

same p a t h .  Once s t a r t e d ,  however,  h i s  c o u r a g e !  a s  someone has s i a d ,  was m a g n i f i

c e n t ,  and h i s  e n e r g y  i n e x h a u s t i b l e .  Not a l lo w e d  to  speak i n  A n g l i c a n  c h r u c h e s ,  

denied the  use o f  town h a l l s ,  t o & t e n -  e g g e d ,  s t o n e d ,  and t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  l y n 

e a r l y
and p r e s t i g e  t o  g iv e ^ s u p p o r t  to  t h e  movement:

and as  he c o n f e s s e d  i n  h i s  J ur  Le s t  i l l  lo ok ed  upon s o u l s



c h i n g ,  he h e ld  i n d o m i t a b l y  t o  h i s  c o u r s e .  e v e r y  morning a t  f o u r ,  t r a v e l i n g  

a n n u a l l y  an a v e r a g l e  of  four thousand m i l e s  on h o r s e b a c k ,  p r e a c h i n g  u s u a l l y

t h r e e  sermons a d ay ,  e s t a b l i s h n g  s o c i e s t i e s  and Sunday s c h o o l s  w h e reve r  he

went,  and , a l t h o u g h  p e r s i s t i n g  in  r e g a r d i n g  h i m s e l f  a s  an A n g l i c a n  c l e r g y j m a n ,

s t i l l  t a k i n g  upon h i m s e i f  t c  o r d a i n  m i n i s t e r s ,  a p p o in t  l a y  p r e a c h e r s ,  e s t a b l i s h
he

c i r c u i t s ,  and f o r m u l a t e  cod es  o f  d u t i e s ,  d i v e r s i o n s  and d r e s s ,  XBxiay  was one 
i f  n o t  th e  most e f f e c t i v e  

most e f f e c t i v e ^ o f  a l l  r r o t e s t a n t  r e v i v a l i s t s ,  
o f  the  g X E x i x x t y x i f m o i x i h B x g x x a i R x t y x a f

T ru e ,  he was a c c u s e d ,  and n o t  w i t h  u t  some c a u s e ,  of  b e i n g  d o m in e e r in g  and a r 

b i t r a r y ,  and i n  some q u a r t e r s  was even r e f e r r e d  to  as  "Pope J o h n " .  And i n  the 

r u l e s  f o r m u l a t e d  by him f o r  th e  Kingswood s c h o o l ,  which he founded f o r  the  

c h i l d r e n  o f  h i s  l a y  p r e a c h e r s ,  he ev en  o u td id  the s t r i c t n e s s  o f  h i s  own s c h o o l 

i n g ,  w i t h  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  he have no p l a y  d a y s . . . . n e i t h e r  do we a l l o w  any time

f o r  p l a y  on any d a y ;  f o r  he t h a t  p l a y s  as  a c h i l d  w i l l  p l a y  as a man". And 

a c c e p t i n g  th e  r e v i v a l i s t  s t a n d a r d s  o f  s u c c e s s ,  he was not  beyond r a t h e r  p r o u d l y  

r e p o r t i n g  i n  1743 t h a t  in  the f o u r  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s  h&s p r e a c h i n g  had caused 

two hundred and t h r i t y  f o u r  c a s e s  o f  h y s t e r i a , f o u r t e e n  o f  tem p ora ry  i n s a n i t y ,  

and n i n e  o f  permannet i n s a n i t y ,  ^^d he was n e i t h e r  a b le  nor w i l l i n g  to  d e v e l 

op the  d e m o c r a t i c  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  h i s  t h e o l o g y .  As he grew o l d e r ,  he became 

mor^and more o f  a T o r y ,  d e nou ncing  John W i l k e s ,  d i s a p p r o v i n g  o f  Burke and P i t t ,  

and condemning any c o n c e n s s i o n  t h a t  m igh t  kzxiRg&axky have been made by  George 

th e  T h ird  to  the  American c o l o n i e s .
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b t i l l  th e r e  was a c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount o f  l i sm i n  h i s  v i e w s ,  o v e r



a g a i n s t  t h e  s t e r n  and t e r r i f y i n g  d o c t r i n  o f  p r e d e s t i n a t o n ,  which he ld  t h a t  

some a r e  p r e d e s t i n e d  by God to  be s a v e d ,  and o t h e r s  to be l o s t ,  he preached th e  

d o c t r i n e  t h a t  s a l v a t i o n  i s  f r e e  to  any and a l l  who w i l l  b e l i e v e .  A^d a l t h o u g h  

he and T . h i t e f i e l d  were i n  d i s a g r e e m e n t  on t h i s  p o n t ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s , e s l e y , f o l 

l o w i n g  h i s  l i f e - m o t t o  o f  "Think and l e t  t h i n k "  remained a f r i e n d  o f  ^ h i t e f i e l d *  

and when t h i t e f i e l d ' s  body was b u r i e d  b e n e a th  the p u l p i t  o f  the R r e s b y t e r i a n  

Church a t  R e w b u r y p o r t , M a s s a c h u s e t t s , h i s  f u n e r a l  sermon, a t  h i s  own p r e v i o u s  

r e q u e s t ,  was preach ed  by  L e s l e y  i n  London. A^d a l t h o u g h  i n  h i s  t h e o l o g y  he was 

f a r  f rom  b e i n g  a U n i t a r i a n  or  a Roman C a t h o l i c ,  s t i l l  he a d m it te d  t o  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  ev en  th e y  m\ght l e a d  p io u s  l i v e s ,  and he recommended t o  h i s  M e t h o d i s t  

f o l l o w e r s  t h a t  t h e y  read b i o g r a p h i e s  o f  good men, e v e n  i f  t h e y  were n o t  Meth

o d i s t s .  A^a a f t e r  he h i m s e l f  had read the M e d i t a t i o n s  of  Marcus A u r e l i u s ,  he 

sa id  t h a t  he had no doubt  t h a t  t h a t  noble  Roman would be i n  h e a v e n ,  whereas 

some nominal C h r i s t i a n s  would n o t .   ̂ d a l t h o u g h  o t h e r  M e t h o d i s t  p r a c h e r s  

might  r e s o r t  t o  sermons on h e l l  i n  an e f f o r t  to s c a r e  s i n n e r s  i n t o  l i n e ,  o f  

. . e s l e y  h i m s e l f  i t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  he preached b u t  one sermon on h e l l  and f o r t y  

thousand on th e  l o v e  o f  c^ d .  -h  e s s e n c e  o f  th e  M e th o d i s t  r e l i g i o n  as  wes l y  

p r e a c h e & a t  was "God l o v e s  u s .  A d we sh o u ld  l o v e  Him and e a c h  o t h e r . "  -<ith a l l
i

i t s  r i g o r s ,  Methodism was in te n d ed  to  be a r e l i g i o n  o f  inward j o y  and l i b e r a 

t i o n .  a"d f o r  many o f  the l o w l y  and o t h e r s  who f e l t  u n c o m fo r ta b le  or  unwanted 

i n  the  ̂ u rch  o f  s n g l a n d ,  i t  p r o v id e d  them w i t h  a r e l i g i o u s  c e r t a i n t y  and a s s u -
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Here i n  America i t  was a woman a p p a r e n t l y  who s t a r t e d  o r g a n i z e d  M thodism  on i t j
p

way. To be s u r e ,  George w h i t e f i e l d ,  on s e v e r a l  v i s i t s  to  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  had some

what paved the  way, p r e a c h i n g  up and down the seaboard to g r e a t  c o n g r e g a t i o n s .

But he was a lw a y s  the  t r a v e l i n g  e v a n g e l i s t ,  and s t i l l  more w i t h  h i s  a c c e p t a n c e

o f  the  C a l v i n i s t  d o c t r i n e  o f  p r e d e s t i n a t i o n  he was not  r e a l l y  a spokesman f o r

Methodism. At  l e a s t  he l e f t  no American M e t h o d i s t  ch u r ch e s  behind him. I t  as

a B arb ara  Heck who was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  d r a w in g  t o g e t h e r  the f i r s t  m e t h o d i s t

c o n g r e g a t i o n  in  A ^ e r i  a .  b^e and a c o u s i n ,  b y  name P h i l i p  Embury, had come

from Germany, by way o f  I r e l a n d , w h e r e  t h e y  had heard W e s le y  p r e a c h  and had

t/
become M g t h o d i t s ,  and la d e d  i n  New York th e y  made the a c q u a i n t a n c e  o f  a few 

o t h e r  Methodst  im m ig r a n t s ,  m  t i  ,e she g a t h e r e d  them t o g e t h e r ,  ani i n s i t e d  t h a y

P
^Srs c o u s i n ,  who nad become som e th in g  of  a l o c a l  p r e a c h e r  i n  I r e l a n d ,  p r e a c h  

to  them.They r a t h e r  q u i c k l y  outgrew the house  i n  which t h e y  met, and b u i l t  a 

m eet in g  h o u se ,  and t h e y  se n t  word t o  England to  send p r e a c h e r s  t o  g a t h e r  the 

Am erican  h a r v e s t .  A d such were s e n t  by W e s le y .  W ith  t h e  American -Revolution, 

ho w eve r ,  the  h a r v e s t  a lm o s t  came to  an end.  W e s l e y ' s  o o p p o s i t i o n  to the 

A e r i a n  R e v o l u t i  n s e t  a s t ig m a  upon Methodism, and v i r t u a l l y  v e r y  ^ e t h o i d i s  

c lerg y m an  who had been s e n t  over  was e i t h e r  r e c a l l e d  or  e l s e  v o l u t n a r i l y  

r e t u r n e d  t o  E n g l a n d .  The one o u t s t a n d i n g  e x c e p t i o n  was F r a n c i s  A sb u r y ,  who by 

h i s  l o y a l t y  to  the  American ca u s e  and by h i s  tremendous amount of  e n e r g y  ,
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e n a b le d  Methodism t o  grow and t o  grow v e r y  ra p  i l y  a f t e r  th e  ^ e v o l u t i o n .  At a



c o n f e r e n c e  e a l l e d  i n  h a l t i  ore  i n  1 7 S 4 '  the c o n f e r e n c e  w i s e l y  o r g a n i z e d  i t s e l f

i n t o  an in d ep en d e n t  body under the  name o f  the  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  Church o f  

A m e r ic a ,  and e l e c t e d  A s b u r y  a s  the  f i r s t  b i s h o p .  A sb u ry  devoted h i s  a t t e n t i o n

had l o n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  ch u r ch e s  and s e t t l e d  m i n i s t e r s ,  a m  f u r t h e r m o r e  t n e y  w e r ^  

h e a v i l y  C a l v i n i s t  and a n t a g o n i s t i c  t o  d i s s e n t e r s ,  i h e  m o l e  d e v e l o p i n g  f r o n t i e  

how ever  was open, and f o r  t h i s  c r u s a d i n g  t a s k  the M e t h o d i s t s  were b e t t e r  f i t 

te d  th an  alm ost  anyone e l s e ,  m i r s t ,  the  system  o f  i t i n e r a n t  p r e a c h e r s , t h a t  had 

be en  r e v i v e d  and d e v e lo p e d  by W e s le y ,w a s  p r e c i s e l y  s u i t e d  to  the  n ee d s  o f  the 

A m erican  w i l d e r n e s s ,  c i r c u i t  r i d e r s  c a r r i e d  the g l a d  news o f  s l a v ^ t i o n  to  

i s o l a t e d  v i l l a g e s  and l o n e l y  s e t t l e m e n t s  e v e r y w h e r e ,  and i n  many i n s t a n c e s  

t h e y  were even ahead o f  the s e t t l e m e n t s .  Nor d id  t h e y  come o n l y  once and pass  

on; t h e y  had a r e g u l a r  i t i n e r a r y ,  t h e y  c r e a t e d  c l a s s e s  and s o c i e i t e s  i n  a c e l 

l u l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  bound t o g e t h e r  i n  l a r g e r  u n i t s  under a c e n t r a l i z e d  d i r e c 

t i o n .  Methodism conquered the w i l d e r n e s s  i n  a m e t h o d i c a l  manner. And a e c o n d ,  

i t s  use o f  a l a y - m i n i s  r y  was n e i t h e r  hampered nor th w a rte d  by r e q u  rem e n ts

b e ,  a r e a l  d e t r i m e n t  to  pr  a c h i n g .  I f  I^d c a l l e d  a man to  

pre  ch me would q u a l i f y  him w ith  s p e c i a l  g i f t s .  r^ us ,  one ^ t h o d i s t  p r e a c h e r  

s a i d  i n  a sermon:

o f  acadmeic e d u c a t i o n e d u c a t i o n  was h e ld  t o  be ,  w i t n  s e l f - j u s t i f

"What I i n s i s t  upon, my b r e t h r e n  and s i s t e r s ,  i s  ^his: l a r n i n  i s n ' t
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r e l i g i o n , a n d  e d i f i c a t i o n  d o n ' t  g i v e  a man the power o f  the s p i r i t .

I t  i s  g r a c e  and g i t t s  t h a t  f u r n i s h  the r e a l  l i v e  c o a l s  from o f f  the 

a l t a r .  S t . P e t e r  was a f i s h e r m a n - -  do you t h i n k  he e v e r  went t o  Yale  

C o l l e g e ?  Y e t  he wus the r o c k  upon which C h r i s t  b u i l t  h i s  ch u rch .N o,  

no, b e lo v e d  b r e t h r e n  and s i s t e r s ,  Uhen t h e  Lord wanted to  blow down 

th e  w a l l s  o f  J e r i c h o ,  he d i d n ' t  t a k e  a b r a s s  tru m pet ,  or a p o l i s h e d

F re n c h  h o rn ;  no such t h i n g ;  he took  a r a m 's  h o r n ----  a p l a i n ,

n a t u r a l  r a m 's  horn s o r t  o f  a man l i k e  me."

T^e r e s u l t  was t h a t  on the  f r o n t i e r , i n  p a r t i c u l a r  , th e r e  was much t h a t  was 

rou?h  and homespun about  i - f th o d is m ,  much t h a t  w^s h i g h l y  e m o t i o n a l  and s u b e j c t

t o  c r i t i c i s m  and a b u s e ,  and th e  m i n i s t e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  someti^eshad to  be r e a l

f i g h t i n g  p a r s o n s ;  bu t  s t i l l ,  the M e t h o d i s t s  were h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  winning 

c o n v e r t s  and e s t a b l i s h i n g  ch u r c h e s  a c r o s s  the whole  b r a d th  o f  tne  c o u n t r y .

And i n  t ime t h e y  were to  e s t a b l i s h  a good number of e x c e - l l e n t  schools-aorcrs*s 

t h e ^ R g n t c y ,  and t o  t u r n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  to  an e d u c a te d  m i n i s t r y .

The American M e t h o d i s t s  have not  been w i t h o u t  some s p l i t s  and d i s s e n s i o n s .

The most s e r i o u s  s p l i t  o c c u r r e d  o v e r  th e  i s s u e  of s l a v e r y . . e s l e y  had e a r l y  

p u b l i s n e d  a t r e a t i s e  g i v i n g  h i s  Thoughts  Upon S l a v e r y , i n  w hich  he minced no 

w o r d s : "  I  a b s o l u t e l y  deny a l l  s l a v e - h o l d i n g  t o  be c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  any d e g r e e

o f  e v e n  n a t u r a l  j u s t i c e ..........s l a v e - o w n e r s , k i d n a p p e r s , m u r d e r e r s . . . . T h y  hands,

t r y  betj, t r y  f  r n i t u r e ,  thy  house t h y  l a n d s  are a t  p r e s e n t  s t a i n e d  w i t h  b l o o d . .

whether  you a r e
In the  s t a t e s ,  th e
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N o r t h e r n  M e t h o d i s t  c h u r c h e s ,  f o r  the mot p a r t ,  were l o ^ y a l  t o  h i s  a t t i t u d e , b u t  

i n  th e  M^uth where ev en  some M e t h o d i s t  m i n s t e r s  t h e m s e l / e s  owned s l a v e s ,  the 

i n t e r e s t s  o f  economc c l a s s  broke th e  e t h i c s  a su n d e r ,  and t h e r e  was formed the 

M e th o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  Church S o u th ,  s e p a r a t e  from the p a r e n t  body.

A gain  t h e r e  e a r l y  d e v e lo p e d  a s t r u g g l e  f o r  more democracy in  church  g o v e r n 

ment. ^here w a s ^ B o p p o s i t i n  t o  the  r u l e  o f  b i s h o p s ,  and th e r e  was i n s i s t e n c e  on

l a y p e p r ^ s e n t a t i o n  i n  the Annual  and G e n e r a l  C o n f e r e n c e s .  w i t h -
i

drew in  1830 and formed the M e t h o d i s t  B ro te  t a n t  C hurch.

i n  1939 t h e s e  t h r e e  d i v i s i o n s  f i n a l l y  r e u n i t e d  i n  o n ch u rch  now c a l l e d  s i m p ly

M e t h o d i s t ,  w i t h  a membership o f  some t e n  m i l l i o n  p o e p l e .  ^ t i l  th e re  are  a

number o f  ind ep en  e n t  . . .e th o d is t  b o d i e s ,  such a s  the <<esleyan M e t h o d i s t  M^urch

o f  America and th e  F ree  M e t h o d i s t  Church o f  N^rth A m e ric a ,  and a l t h o u g h  many

N^gro ch u r c h e s  and s e v e r a l  atKnx Negro Annual ^ ^ n f e r e n c e s  b e lo n g  i n  the u n ite d

M e t h o d i s t  c h u rch  p r o p e r ,  s t x i i  the m a j o r i t y  o f  i e g r o  ^ t h ^ d i s t  c h u r c h e s  s t i ^ l

hav a s e p a r a t e  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  e x i s t e n c e ,  1'h^s l a t t e r  has caused much con ce rn

among the M e t h o d i s t s ,  and a t  a r e c e n t  M e t h o d i s t  C o n fe r e n c e  on human R e l a t i o n s

h e ld  i n  u ^ ic a g o ,  t h e r e  was drawn up a s t a t e m e n t  f o r  the f o r t h c o m i n g  19^4

M e t h o d i s t  G e n e r a l  C n f e r e n c e ,  which c a l l s  f o r  changes  which would e l i m i n a t e
o

most i f  not  a l l  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  d i s c r i m i n t i o n  w i t h i n  Methodism.

A^d i n  England th e r e  i s  a n o th e r  i s s u e  t h a t  i s  c r e a t i n g  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  s t i r .

i b i s  y e a r  . h i c h  narks  the  2 2 5 t h .  a n n i v e r a r y  o f  John L e s l e y ' s  ^ I d e r s g a t e  e x p e 



r i e n c e ,  a l s o ^ / s e e n  the p u b l i c a t i  n o f  a r e p o r t  on c o n v e r s a t i o n s  between the 

G^urch o f   ̂ g land and the M gthodst  Church; l o o k i n g  toward p o s s i b l e  r e - u n i o n *

Th^s f a l l s  i n t o  the assumed v i r t u e  o f  church  r e - u n i o n  t h a t  i s  so p r e v a l e n t  t o 

d a y ,  aaxxyactx but  many ^ e A h o c i s t s , i n c l '  in g  some who h a v e  t a k e n  p a r t  i n  the  

c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  a re  g r e a t l y  f e a r f u l  t h a t  Methodism , i f  r e - u n i t e d  w i th  th e  

b^urch o f  E ^ land,  e v en  w i t h  a moderated t y p e  o f  e p i s c o p a c y ,  w i l l  become

e v e n  l e s s  democra i c  th an  i t  now i s ,  w i l l  t e n d ^  to w ard s  an e v e n  g r e a t e r  emphasit, 

on l i t u r g y  and form , w i l l  d e p a r t  f a t h e r  from the s p i r i t  o f  L e s l e y ' s  Methodism, 

w i l  l o s e  some o f  i t s  m is s i o n s  y z e a l  and w i l l  f o r g e t  some o f  the r a d i c a l  s o c i a l  

c o n c e r n  t h a a t  on o c c a s i o n  i t  h;.s shown.

c o u n t e r p a r t  o f  t h i s  has  been even more pronounced here  i n  the  Lnited 

S t a t e s ,  i^e M e t h o d i s t  ch u rch ,  w h c h  s t a r t e d  as  i t  were,  on the o t h e r  s i d e  o f  

the  t r a c k s ,  and once was proud t o  c a l l  i t s e l f  th e  p oor  man's c h u r c h ,  has l o n g  

s i n c e , i n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e g r e e ,  c r o s s e d  o v e r  th e  t r a c k s ,  and v.hi-e not  n e c e s s a r i - *  

1  b o a s t i n g  o f  i t s  w e a l t h ,  h a s  more and more f a l l e n  i n t o  t a l k  o f  th e  2 s a n c -  

t i f i c a t i o n  o f  w e l a t h " ,  and o f  " c o n s e c r a t e d  p o w e r " .  N t  o n l y  has t h i s  l e d  to  

the  somewhat i r o n i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  the M e t h o d i s t  w hich,  w hich  was once 

m a in ly  the church  o f  th e  d i s p o s s e s s e d  and th e  l o w y l y , h a s  ecorne so i n c r a s i n l y  

w e a l t h y  and f o r m a l  t h a t  many f e e l  u n c o m f o r t a b l e , i f  not unwanted, by i t ,  b u t  

w i t h  r e s p e c t a b i l * t y  and the c l i m a t e  o f  o p i n i o n  u s u a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  w e l a t h .

t h r e  has been a p r o g r e s s i v e  te n d e n c y  t o  s o f t - p e d a l ,  and ev en  t o  sm other,  any 

r e a l l y  r a d i c a l  s o c i a l  m e s s a g e .  XRixyxmK A l l  t h j s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  h as  be en  a g e n e r a l



t e n d e n c y  w i t h  v a r i o u s  church  b o d i e s  which have moved up the  l a d d e r  o f  s o c i a l  

r e s p e c t a b i l ' * j y  and the i n f lu e m e  o f  w e a l t h ,  b u t  i t  i s  most c o n s p i c i o u s  i n  the  

c a s e  o f  Methodism, by v i r t u e  o f  i t s  p r o n o u n c e d ly  d i f f e r e n t  b a ck g ro u n d .  A"d i n  

some c o n s i d e r a b l e  measure i t  e x p l a i n s  why the  M e th o d i s t  Church, a ^ t e r  a re m a r
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k a b l e  growth has gone i n t o  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  s l i p p a g e ,  not  o n l y  i n  r e l a t i v e  number^ 

b u t  a l s o  in  s o c i a l  i n f l u e n c e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  D r.  -Craffklin H. L ^ t t e l l  o f  C h icago  

T h e o l g o i c a l  Sem^^^py "No chX*8ch has  s u f f e r e d  a more s e n s a t i o n a l  d e c l i n e ,  in  

terms bo th  o f  p u b l i c  i n f l u e n c e  and o f  i n t e r n a l  e n e r g y  and d i s c i p l i n e . "  

e s l e y  h i m s e l f  f o r e s a w  th e  p rob le m .  "Wherever r i c h e s  have i n c r e a s e d "

he w r o t e "  the e s s e n c e  o f  r e l i g i o n  h as  d e c r e a s e d  i n  the  same p r o p o r t i o n ,  

t h e r e f o r e  I  do not  see how i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  i n  the n a t u r e  o f  t h i n g s  f o r  

any r e v i v a l  o f  r e l i g i o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  l o n g .  For  r e l i g i n  must n e c e s s a r i l y  

produce both  i n d u s t r y  and f r u g a l i t y ,  and t h e s e  c a n n o t  but  produce

r i c h e s .  But as  r i c h e s  i n c r e a s e  @o w i l l  p r i d e ,  a n g g r ,  and l o v e  o f  th e

world i n  a l l  i t s  b r a n c h e s .  How then i s  i t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  M e th o d is m ,th a t  

i s ,  a r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  h e a r t ,  though i t  f l o u r i s h e s  now a s  a^green bay

t r e e , s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  i n  t h i s  s t a Y e ?  For  th e  M e t h o d i s t s  i n  e v e r y  p l a c e  

a r e  d i l i g e n t  and f r u g a l ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e y  i n c r  a s e  in  g o o d s .H e n cr

t h e y  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  i n c r e a s e  i n  p r i d e ,  i r a n g e r ,  i n  the d e s i r e  o f  the  

f l e s h ,  t h e  d e s i r e  o f  the  e y e s  and t h e  p r id e  o f  l i f e . S o ,  a l t h o u g h  the

form o f  r e l i g i o n  re m in a s ,  the s p i r i t  i s  s w i f t l y  v a n i s h i n g  aw ay.  I s  th ere



no way to  p r e v e n t  t h i s - -  t h i s  c o n t i n u a l  d e c a y  o f  pure r e l i g i o n ? "

W e s l e y ' s  own p e r s o n a l  answer t?os t o  g i v e  away v i r t u a l l y  e n e r y t h i n g  he had,

<**

i n  o r d e r  t o  l a y  up more t r e a s u r e s  i n  h e a v e n .r h e  m o t i v a t i o n  was not  p a r t i c u l a r l y

n o b l e ,  and the answer i s  not  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p r a c t i c a l ,  r ^ t  the e s s e n c e  o f  t e

problem  3 3 3 s nxdc r e m a i n , n o t  on y f o r  the M e t h o d i s t s ,  but f o r  o th e r  d enom lnat io  

as  w e l l ----
- -  as a m atter  o f  f a c t  i t  i s  a problem f o r  e v e r y  i n  i v i d u a l ,  w h t h e t r  he i s  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  some r e l i g i o u s  t o d y  or  n o t .
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