--~ Who Are The Methodists? ---

This year has been widely noted and observed as an anniversary year in the his-
tory of Methodism, It was #n a May evening, two hundred and twenty five years
ago, that John Tesley, thirty -five years of age, gnd discouresged ¢nd frustra-
ted because he had not yet had what he conceived @ saving experience of Jod,
went into a religious meeting in Aldersgate street in London, snd there had—

h»ﬂftmduxhx\ .

1 i . According to his Journal, he went “very unwillingly" fto
the meeting. Why he went "very unwillingly" he does not say. rerhags 1t was
that he was so methodical in his ways that he resented making &ny change 1in
his plakned program for the day; or perhaps it was that having sought such an
experience many times before, he was greatly Goubtful th:t he would find it by
attencing some more or less random meeting. Be that as it may,he did go,end
someone read Luther's rreface to the Epistle to tihe Homans, wnd Wesley fel%d
his heert "strangely warmed". Writing kn his Journsl,he said,

"I felt I did trust in christ, unrist alone for salvation... assurance

was given me that He had taken away my sins, even mirne, and saved me

from the law of sin and death.”

This has been viewed as one of the great conversicns of nistory, comparetle
to thet of Fsul on the Lanasous Boad., True, some have not accorded it that
amount of significance. thus,the Belgign franciscan priest,tather riette,in

his volume "John Wesley in the wmvolution of rrotestentism", says:

mTpis famous conversion, which nas DN gglled upon to play so prom-



inent a part in the doctrinal 1ife}f the Methodism of the nineteenth
century,enjoyed but a very modest role in the founder's life snd in
that of his companicmns. In fact,whether it be considered in its pre-
parsticon, or te studied in itself gnd its results, it would seem to
have been merely a quite oréinsery experience whose effects time was

quickly to dull.Bed it not been entered in the first extract of the

Journal, it is quite possible that Wesley would have entirely forgotten

about it. In any case, subsequent appreisals, mzde after the lapse of
many years, reduce té¢ pitizble proportions the song of praise and
victory which first sccompenied it."
“his appraisal, itself, although corrective of exuggeration, appears to go
t o fer in the opposite direction. & fairer an?bore tempered appraisal aes. W
ubeén given by the snglish scholer, denry Bett, wiey-writiss in his volume, "The

e
Spirit of sethodism", Tomerks:
0wt
"Whatever you cell the experience of l758,hit wes that which made
Wesley the man he wes and enabled him tc do the work he did.it really
does not matter whether you call it his conversion or not. Un any
and every possible interpretation of it, it wes a spiritual event
th- t gave wesley quite a new sort of re;i@ious experience, with an
assurance and a pover end a pasesce and & joy he had never kn.wn be-

fore, anc it wes this ch:n.e which made him into the aspostle of

sngland "



Certeirnly many, if not most Methodists,view the occurrence as rather highly
significstn in the life of liesley, and pin-point it as the somewhat founding
year for the development of Methodism. 4And, while it mgy be true, as an Epis-
copel laymen writing in & recent issue of the Living Church suggests, that
too many Methodists admire John Wesley for the wrong things --- as the founder
of their ch.:rch,forgetting his ass.rtaion "I live and die a member of the
Church of England"; and as a reformer, vhen actually, with one major exception,
he accepted almost with- ut quest“n the socizl and political institutions of
his day--neverthedé#ss his own life story was remarkable, and he did make a
tremendous appeal to the lowly who felt excluded from the aristocratic @purch
movezent
of England,and the Methodist ) which at least had its roots in his efforts, and
has become, next to the Lutherans, the largest Protestant body in tae world,
constitutes a vastly interesting ma jor chapter iithe history =né--scciolegy of
relig.on. It is from such aspects, rather than any polemical discussion of

Methodist theology, that I would seek, as objectively as possible ,to say

something this morning about John Vesley and Kethodism,

born on the 17th. of June,1703, at Zpworth Rectory, John Wesley was the fif-

teenth of nineteen children Lorn to his parents., me might have been onelof the
near hali in number who died in infancy, but he managed to live to the rather
ripe age of eighty-eight. H:s father, trained for the Non-conform st mimistry,

that is to say, non-conformist with respect to the Caurch of £Zngland, hed



changed his views, and had becoge a minister, or priest, of the Church of usng-
land. He was & man of ability, among ot;er things & would-be-poet, who once
proiuced a volume of poems bearing the rather strafdge title "Maggots". H e was
also apparently a man of obstinate opinions and tackless ways, who so infurise
ted and alienatsd 2is paerishi-ners, that they retalisted by killing the fam:ly
cow and mede seversl attempts at burning down the parsonage. i1ii the lutter, the
finally succeeded in 12fx seventeen hundred and nine, and the Wesley family
barely managéd to escape vith their lives, and were left practically destituge.
in the confusion of escaping fro&fne bwilding, six year old John was left be-
hind, and there seemed no way of saving him from the blaz.ng inferno, and the
father vent down on his knees in pezeyer for the doomed cihiid. Ifen the chi 4
was seen a-~t a rear windogﬂ( and through the forming of a human pyramid, he was
just as the flammng roof gave weay,
brought down to s&fetyh\ bﬂth the father and mother locked upon this miraculow$
escape as a messa_e froam rrovidnece.ize was a brand who hed litterslly been
“plucked from the burning"; he must have been spared for some very special
purpose., a::@r k»l')/\‘}“ !
H:s mother was an even more amaszing person, and it was sie wLo had a much
greater influence upon him. Herself, the wtenty-fifth child born to nher parents
she was not on.y the mother of nineteen chidlren between the ti.e she was

married at nineteen and the age of forty, but she was weli versed in Ureek,

Lain, <nd Feench, and was a more competent theologian then her ministerisl

fath~r, husband, and the most famous to be of her children. otill more 1t was



upon her that most of t.Le management of the household fell, and she sought

N
to impress upon all her children & disciplined methodicel way of life."I insist
she said "in conquering the will of ch ldren...becsuse this is the only strong
and retionzl foundation of & religious educati.n, with ut which both precept
and example will be ineffectual, but w en this is done then is a child capable
of being governed by tne reason and piety of its parents, ?%ll its own under-
standing cone to maturity, and the principles of religion have taken roct in
the mind." By one year of age, each was taught to fear the rod and to cry
softly; and on euch child'sc fifth biRthday, he or she w=s taught the entire
alphabet, and the next day w.s started in a reading of the 0ld -estanent. uye
schedule was six hours a day, from nine to twelve and from two to five, which
was a tough schedule even in those days. i?fiﬁwgphn’ studious and thouyg. tful,
fitted into the system very well, znd the pattern of stricl¥ly budgeting his
time remsine. with him 11 his life. ur. Johnson was one time to compidain
about the matter in the following manner:

"I hate to meet John Wesley. ithe dog enchants you with his conversation,

and then treaks away to go and visit some o0ld wowan,..de is zlways ob-
liged to go at & certain hour. +his is very disagreeable to a man vho

loves to fold his legs and have his talk out, as I do..."

A<ter six yea:s at the charity school of charterhouse in Loundon, .esley en-

tered Oxford University on a small scholarship, and remained there as student,

i ng walch he
lecturer, and fellow for fifteen years,save for two years during Wil
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cerved as curate or assistant to his aging father. Crdained into the ¢“urch of

Zngand in 1725,he was still greatly troubled about tne state of his soul, =nd
he made of life someth ng of a torment for himself and for others with his
unconcsious egotism and uncompromising ascetic piety. Anyt}gng not having to
do with the religious, he looked upon as a sinful waste of time, and he shut
himself out from association with any,save such ™as would help me on my way

to heaven”. Hy did join with a few other students,including his younger broth:r

w%>w“c>ﬁﬁh$lik &!ww“ Qx*«véibxi‘}yﬁhggw\

Charles,hin forming a group called the Holy Club,which met regularly for Commu-
nion, fasted .edneiydays and tridays, prayed two hours & day, visited the pri-
sons and gave fron their scanty resources to feed the poor,., Other students
referred to the h:ly Club as the Bible Bigots, and then referred to its uembers
as Methodists, in ridicule of tieir methodicel ways. lhere was no particuler
directicn about the 1little movement, and it might have withered on the vine,
or it might have issued in an earlier version of the n:gh Church Oxford
ijement such as was to be associated with the figure of John tenry Newman
in the nineteenth century. Eut a series of events turned it in a diffeRent
direction, and led to what was to be a separate Methodist movement.

Cn a vis{Y to London, for the poupose of presenting a dedicatory copy of
his father's mammoth work on Job to wueen Caroline,which she accepted but

<
placed unopeﬁd on the window-seat, #ehn met James Oglethoppe who was about

xxadxy to sail with a shipload of emigrants for the new colony of Georgia in

imerica. John, as also nis brother Cbarles, was invited to come glong; vharles
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would be uglethorpe's secretsry, while John would be chaplein and parson of the

expedition and the colony, as well as missionary to the I”dians. John dutiful-

ly asked his mother about ga»ing, and she amwwered: "If I had twenty sons,l

~

should rejoice if they were all so employed,thouzh I never saw them more.," Sn
they sailed in O;tober of 1735, and John confided to his Journal the major
reason for his going: ™y chief motive is the hope of saving my own soul....
I cannot hope to A ttain the sazme degree of holiness here which 1 may there."”
The voyage was marked by heavy storms, winich terrified most of the [z ssen=-
gers, including John Wesley.+he on y exception was & small group of iloravians,
followers of John Hus, who rem:ined calm and trancuil, even to the po:nt of
sin ing hymns. L‘his made & great impression on Wesley, and when he asked them
how they could remain so calm and they told him they were not afriud to €ie
becaus they knew they were saved, he wondered where and how they had found
such assurance. He spent two years in Georgia, end they were two unhappy yeers,

in which he was very much a failure., he wes a failure as a parson. the n,glish

colonists told him he wss too strict and High Cpurch for the frontier,which

was ironicel since in time Methodism in Agerica was to mushroom with the advna-
cing frontier., A“d he was told by the Indians that they didn't wgft to be
Christisns because virtually all the Christisns they hed met were liars &nd

thieves. e was likewise a failure as a would-be husband. In love vith a M:ss

Sophy Hopkey, and she with him, he was torn between love and profession, and

i through
more than half convinced tha. celibacy WwWas his duty, he put both of them g
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months of torturing indecision. Finally some few friends that he had intervenead

and ;ersuaded him to resort to sortilege, the casting of lots to determine God's

will in the matter. veverzl decisions were written on slips of paper, and he

select
wes to gRORxXE one,..he one he gxxxx selected resd "Think no more of it." o he

gave up the idea of marr‘ing her, and four deys later she merried a Mr.,William-
son, "a person" wrote hesley in his Journsal, "not remerkasble for Handsomeness,
neither for wenteelness,neither for Wit, or Knowledge or wense, znd least of all,
for Heligion". Vebdsy still expected the bride %kx® to meet with him for leng
sessions of spiritual advice end the r.ading together of pious books,somethin1
to wkich her husband rather nsturally objected, and when she sided with her hus-
band, Wesley publicly excluded her from communion. ipis did not endeer him to
the little colony,who already weary of his punctiliousness,now also looked upon
him as an ungellant and poor loser.

<Y, with no likelihooﬁkf success in Georgia, he sailed in the month of Lecem-

ber for home. On the way, incidnentally, his ship was driven by sta®m into

Boston Herbtor and he was invited to preach to the people of boston, and it is
very likely, though not definitely established, th.t he preesched in King's Cpapel
whieh not too many years later wss to become the first professing uﬁitarian
Church on the North merican continent. uch more important in the I1ife of wesley
@ d the history gf iletodism was thne admission in his Journal,shortly before he

reached #ngland,of another fzilure in dég;gia, snd the one that bothered him

most. ire had not found the certain.y ofé}bsalvatLon of nhis own soul. "i went %o



Aperica "he worte” to convert the Iﬁdians; butO?! who shell convert me?"

Not too surprisingly, it came through the Moravians about whiom he had thoughT
a grept deal. oSeck in London, zmE only four days efter landing, ne mt a young
Moravian missionsry enroute to the Carolinas. “:th him he spent meny hours,
absorting the centrsl doctrire s of the lorevizns, namely the Lutheran doctrine
of "justification by feith", the acceptance of the love of Gnd in Christ thra;al‘
which ell feer cf eternsl dammnstion vas destroyed, andti=t the finding of sucﬁ
faith = sorething sudden, almost instantaneous in the heart, and not dependenY

%MW“” M ravian
upon reason and philosopny. then followed theﬁattendance at thgrmeeting in
Aldersgate Street &t which Vesley felt his heart "strangely warmed?®?, and this
was followed t.ree veeks later by an extended visit to a soravien settlewent in
Germany which completed his personal conversion, and brought him back to sng-
lend with an evengelistic zeal igg;h never left him.
+4th no intent of abandoning the Chweh of cngland or openly at. ckirg the
w K 4

sacraments, he was nevertheless reVher qckly up agoint the problem of finding
a plece from wnich to preach. «ithin a year virtuslly every A glican pulpit
was clos d to him. Lot only was his enthusiams held to & in bad taste, but
his messaze of anyone being able to enter into salvati n through an immedis e
act of conversion wa held to be highly upsetting to the liturgical and sacra =
mental procedures of the A'glican Church. 4pd still more this &l I seemed to be

to
an affront zxzxixxx the adve tages of superior renk. A somewhat typical atti-

tude of the anglican- upper classes was XxxX expressed Xm by the vuchess of



Buckingham in a letter to Ladyp¥untingdon,who w.s one of the very few of wealh

_early
and prestige to g1VehFupport to the movement:

"] thank your ladyship ™ she wrote "for the informstion concerning the

Methodist preachers. itheir doctrirnes are most repulsive and tinctured
with impe:tinence and disrepect tcwards their supericrs,in peipetually
endeavoring to level £ll ranks and do away with @l distinctions. It is
mons . rous to be told that you have a heart as si:ful as the common

wretches that crawl the earth. ihis is highly offensive and insulting,

and I cannot tut wonder that your laedyship should relish any sentinents

so much at veriance with high renk and gocd breeding.”
“esley himself was a conservative by background, and & stickler for propriety,
and as he confeSsed ir nis J;urﬂéﬁfée st 111 looked upon the sa{ing of souls
as being almost a sin if it were not dore in a church. ke was far from wenting
to tecome wnat was to be comumonly caelled a "shouting Methodist". But with no
church in which to preach, and with the example immedietely at hand of George
‘Fhitefield, another memter of the hyly Club of Oxford who had gone 10 Georgia
just when %Wesley was leaving and had had great success with his “evangelism"
end now btack in sggnad, and likewise barred from the crurches, was preachirg
to vast multitudes in the open air, eley so.ewhat reluctantly embardked on the
same path. Cnce started, however,{his courage: as someone has sied, was magnifiw
cent, and his energy inexhaustible ., Not allowed to spesk in Anglican chruches,

denied the use of town halls, rosten- egeed, stoned, and threatened with lyn-



11
ching, he held indomitably to his course, Uh every morning at four, traveling

annual iy an averagle of fow thuusand miles on horseback, preaching usually

three sermons a day, establising sociesties and Sunday schools wherever he

went, and , although persisting in regerding himself as en 4i*glican clergy.jman,

still tsking upon himsegf tc ordain ministers, appoint lay preachers, establish

he
circuits, and formulate codes of duties, diversions end dress, XEXXXY W&s one
if not the most effective
most effectivepof all rrotestant revivalists,
of the FXEZXXXEFXIRmMDIXIRBRXEXXILREX;XEEX

1rue, he was accused, and not with ut some cause, of being domineering and ar-
bitrary, and in some quarters was even referred to as "Pope John". And in the
rules formulated by him for the Kingswood ochool, which he foinded for the
children of his lay preeschers, he even outdid the strictness of his own school=-
ing, with the asserftion ~we have no play days....neither do we allow any time
for plasy on any day; for he that plays as a child will pley es a men®, and
accepting the revivelist stenderds of success, he wes not beyond rather proudly
reporting in 1743 thet in the four previous years hés preaching hed caused

two hundred end thrity four cases of hysteria,fourteen of temporary insaAity,

and nine of permennet insanity. s,d he was neither able nor willing to devel-

op the democratic implications of his theology. As he grew older, hLe became

%

morianﬁ more of a Llory, denouncing Jchn Wilkes, disapproving of Burke and Pitt,
and condemning any concenssion that might kaxmaxdsxky have been mede by ueorge

the +hiréd to the smerican colonies,

5till there was a considersble amount of li&eralism in his views. LVer
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against the stern and terrifying doctrin of predestinaton, which held that

some are predestined by God to be saved, and others to be lost, he preached the
doctrine that sslvation is free to any and ell who will believe, s,d elthough
he and ¥Yhitefield were in disagreement on this pont, neverthelesgti;;Zéy,fol~
lowing his life-motto of ™Think and let think™ remained a friend of whitefield'
end when Vhitefield's body was buried beneath the pulpit of the rresbyterian
Cpurch at Newburyport,iessachusetts,his funeral sermon, at his own pretious
request, was precched by .esley in London. And although in his theology he was
Tar fro: being @ upitarian or a Homan Catholic, still he admitted to the fact
that even they m:ght lead pious lives, and he recommended to his sethodist
followers that they read biogrephies of good men, even if they were not Meth=-
odists. 4@ after he himself had read the meditations of marcus aurelius, he
said that he had no doubt that that noble noman would be in heaven, whereas
some nominal Uhristians would not. » & although other Ekethodist prachers
S
might resort to sermons on hell in an effort to scare sinaers into line, of
.esley himself it is ssid thet he presched but one sermon on hell and forty
thousanc on the love of und. “hi essence of the ilethodist religicn as wWes . 1y
preache‘&t was "God loves us. 4 d we should love Him and ezch other.” «4th all
its rigors, Methodism was intended to ve a religion of inward joy and litera-
tion, a*d for many of the lowly and others who felt uncomfortsble or unwa: ted
in the uvurch of =ngland, it provided them with & religiocus certainty and assu-

%

rarce.,
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Here in Americs it was a woman appesrently who started organized M?thodism on it/
%way. Lo be sure, ueorge whitefield, on seversl visits to this couniéy, had some.
what paved the way, preaching up and down the seaboard to great congregetions.,
But he was slways the traveling evangelist, and still more with his acceptence
of the Celvinist doctrine of predestination he was not really a spokesman for
Methodism., At least he left no American Methodist churches behind him. It as

a Barbara Heck who was responsible for drawing together the first methodist
congregation in 4 eri a., 5, e and & cousin, by name Fhilip £mbury, had come

frou termany, by way of Ireland,where they had heard Wesley preach and had

b® come Magthodits, and laded in New York they made the acquaintance of a few

K
other Methodst immigrants. in ti e she gathered them together, anl insited thaT‘

o

~§¥% cousin, who nad become something of a locel preacher in Ireland, preach
to them,ihey rather quickly outgrew tie house in which they met, and built a
meeting house, and they sent word to usnglsend to send preachers to gather the

Allerican harvest. A:d such were sent by Wesley. With the American flevolution,

however, the harvest almost came to an end. %“esley'g oopposition to the
4£”erian fevoluti n set a stigma upon iethodism, and virtually very sethoidis
clergyman who had been sent over was either recalled or else volutnarily
returned to England. LThe one cutstznding exception was rrancis Asbury, who by

his loyalty to the American cause and by his tremendous amount of energy ,

enabled Methodism to grow and to grow very rap ily e&fter the sevolution. At a
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conference ealled in obalti ore in 1784, the conference wisely orgaaized itself

into an independent body under the nszme of the Methodist Episcopal Church of
America, and eleccted Asbury as the first bishop. Asbury devoted Lis attention
chiefly to the fronti:r. New Zpgland and other parts of{Ee seaboard already
had long established churches and settled ministers, ani furthermore taey werg@
heavily Calvinist and antagonistic to dissenters. ihe wole developing frontie
however was open, and for this crusading task the Methodists were better fit-
ted than almost anyone else, rirst, the system of itinerant preachers,that had
-
been revived and developed by Wesley,wis precisely suited tu the needs of the
Americun wilderness, vircuit riders curried the glad news of slavation to
isolated villages and lonely settlements everywhere, and in many instences
they were even ahead of the settlements. Nor aid they coxue only once snd pass
on; they had a regular itinerary, they created classes and socieites in a cel-
lular organization bound together in larger units under a centrzlized direc-
tion. Methodism conquered the wilderness in a methodical aenner. And second,
its use of a lay-minis.ry was neither hampered nor thwarted by requ rements
. | | A\ el
of acadmeic education, «ducetion was held to be,Aw1th self-gustlfaqg
iwy\?“aéFi‘s“
SabtTTEIIZed. 1o be, a real detriment to pr aching. If U d called a man to
pre ch ne would qualify nim #ith special gif ts. <1hus, one sethodist pre.cher

said in a sermon:

"What I insist upon, my bretihren and sisters, is this: larnin isn't



religion,and edificaticn don't give a man the power of the spirit.
It is grace and gifts thet furnish the real live coals from off the
altar. St.Peter was a fisherm&n-- do you think he ever went to Xale
College? Yet he wus the rock upon which Christ built his church.No,
no, beloved brethrcn and sisters. “hen the Lord wanted to blow down
the wal s of Jericho, he didn't take a brass trumpet, or a polished
French horn; no such thing; he took a rsm's horn--- a plain,
natural ram's horn sort of a man like me.,"
The result was that on the frontier,in particular , there was much that was
rouch &nd homespun about mfthodism, much thet w:.s highly emotional and subejct
to criticism and sbuse, anc the ministers themselves souetim@%nad to be real
fighting parsons; but still, the ulethodists were highly successful in winning
converts and establis..ing churches across the whole brgdtn of the country.
And in time they were to establish & good numcer of exce-llent schools weross
the .cagntry, and to turn increasingly to an educated minis.ry.

''he Americsen Methodists have not been without some splits end dissensions.
Ihe most serisus split occurred over the issue of slavery..esley insad early
publisned a treatise giving his Thoughts Upon Slavery,in whicn he minced no
words:" I absolutely deny all slave-holding to be consistent with any degree
of even natural justice.....slave-owners,kidnappers,murderers....lhy hands,

trny bea, try £ rniture, thy house thy lands are at present stained with blood..

" otates, the
.hether you are & L, ristien or not, show yourself a man. In the o s
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Northern kethodist churches, for the mot part, vere loﬂ@al to his attitude, but

in the Sputh where even some lethodist minsters themselres owned slaves, the
interests of economc class broke the ethics asunder, =znd there was formed the
Methodist wpiscopal Cfurch South, separate from thne psrent body.
Again there early developed a struggle for more democracy in church govern-
ment. «here Wailégpposit{n to tiue rule of tishops, and there was insistence on
‘.‘n RIS r"("-}*M &~

3
layirepresentation in tie Annuel end Genercl C nferences. <hoseoppostng with-
{

drew in 1830 and formed the dethodist Frote tant C, urch.

in 1939 these tiree divisions finally reunited in oﬁghurch now c«lled simply
ilethodist, with a membership of some ten million poeple, ©til there are a
numbter of indépen ent .ethodist bodies, such as the wesleyan Methodist ufurch
of Americc and the lree ilethodist U urch of Nfrth America, and although meny
N;gro churches and several zxmm Negro A“'nual o:nferences belong in the united
Methodist church proper, ®Xx¥3¥ the majority of lLiegro wgthodist churches stiil
hav a separate denominational existence, Yh.s latter has caused much concern
among the Metnodists, and at a recent slethodist Gonference on human Kelations
held in v, icago, there was drawn up & statement for the forthcoming 1904
llethodist General Conference, which calls for changes which would eliminate
most if not all institutional expressions of discrimintion within sethodism.

Aﬁd in cwngland there is anoth.r issue that is creuting « coneiderable stir.

whis year which narks the 225th. annivercry of John wesley's sldersgate expe-



rience, &hs also‘/éeen the publicati-n of a report on conversations betvween the
Church of s"glend end the Methodst Church, looking toward possible re-union.
Tpis falls into the assumed virtue of church re-union that is so prevalent to-
day, a&XExyx®XX but many sethodists,incl' ing some who have taken part in the
conversations, are greatly fearful that sgthodism ,if re-united with the
bpurch of £,land, = even with a moderated type of episcopacy, will become
even less democrz ic than it now is, will tenqﬁftowards an even greater emphasiy
on liturgy end form, will depart fafjther from the spirit of wesley's thhodism,
wil lose some of its missions y zeal and will forget some of the radical social
concern thaat on occasicn it hus shown,

S.me counterpart of this has been even more pronounced here in the Lnited
States. 1,e kethodis t church, wh ' ch started as it were, on the other side of
the trecks, and once wes proud to call itself the poor mun's church, has long
since,in considersble degree, crossed over the tmacks, and vhi.e not necessariw
1 boastizg of its weelth, has more and more fallen into tzlk of the Psanc-
tification of welath", end of "consecraled power"™, Nt only has this led to
the somewhat ironiecal situation thut the kethodist which, which Was once
mainly the church of the éidpossessed and the lowyly,has ecome so incrasinly
wealthy and formal that many feel uncomfortable,if not unwanted, by it, but
with respectabil:ty and the climate of opirion usually associated with welath,

thre has been a progressive tendency to soft-pedal, and even to smother, any

really radical social message. Xmixyxmx All tays, of course, has been a general
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tendency with various church bodies which have moved up the ladder of social

respectabiiﬁ& and the influeme of wealth, but it is most conspicicus in the
case of Methodism, by virtue of its pronouncedly different background. Add in
some considerable measure it explains why the Methodist C:urch, a{ter 2 remarw
kable growth inas gone imt o a considerable slippazge, not only in relative numbery
but also in social influence., According to Dr. craffklin H, L:ttell of Cpicago
lTheolgoical Semjfdry "No ch¥fich has suffered a more sensational &ecline, in
terms both of public influence and of internsl energy and disciplire."

esley himself foresaw the problem. "W,erever riches have increased"

—

he wrotem™ the essence of religion has decreesed in the same proportion.

lherefore I do not see how it is possible in the nzture of things for

eny revival of religion to continue long. for religin must necessarily

produce both industry and frugality, and these casnnot but produce

riches, But as riches increase So will pride, anggr, and love of the

worlé in &ll its branches. Low then is it possible that wmethodism,that

is, @ religion of the heart, though it flourishes now as %?reen bay

tree,should continue in this st&je? For the Methodists in every place

are diligent and frugel; consequently they incr ase in goods.Hencr

they proportionately incrtase in pride, ir%nger, in the desire of the

flesh, the desire of the eyes and the pride of life.So, although the

form of reli:ion reminas, the spirit is swiftly venishing away. Is there
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no way to prevent this-~ this comnt inusl decay of pure religion?"

Wesley'g own personal answer ¥es to give away virtually emerything he had,

-

in order to lay up more treusures in heaven..he motivation was not particularly
noble, and the answer is not particularly prectical. £yt the essence of te

problem &aﬁé 82 4 remaiﬁinot on y for the Ligthodists, but for other denominatio

&8s vell-«-

-~ 2s & matter of fact it is & problem for every in ividual, whthetr he is

associated with some religiwus tody or not,



